years. In that time I have had my family's love and
long-time principal who had just retired. It was a
support. I have had the opportunity to be politirough three years, not only because of the chaos
cally active as an out lesbian, an opportunity
that reigned there but because I was beginning to
uniquely provided by D.C. All of the social justice
understand myself to be a lesbian. At least there
movements
of my time have had, and will have, a
was the beginning of understanding that it was
presence in this city It has been uncommonly fulgirls that I wanted, not boys. This desire would
filling to me to be in this environment where the
lie submerged in my consciousness for another
idea
of justice lies always just below the surface
decade before my acceptance of it as part of who
and so regularly is elevated by those who seek it.
I am.
High school was a time of great unfolding for
Diana Onley-Campbell is Assistant Director of the Union
me. I attended Spingarn High during the Black
Institute's Center for Women. She is a founding member of the
PowerNietnam War era. I wore a black armband
Black Women's Education and Action Collective.
to school for the anti-war moratorium campaign.
None of the faculty or staff
made any note of it. My
Photo: October 11, 1987, is the
peers, however, inquired all
date of the second national march
for lesb ian and gay rights.
day about it. I became a conPhoto © JEB (Joan E. Biren)
duit of information for them,
a role that I continue to be
drawn to even now.
I curtailed my education at
Howard University to get
married, a move that I now
:tONAL MARCH ON WASHINGTO
recognize as an attempt to
R LESBIAN AND GAY RIGHTS
negate the lesbian part of
myself. It was an ill-founded
relationship that could not
have lasted for a number of reasons. But from it
I was blessed by giving birth to my daughter.
I never did return to Howard. Instead I began the
task of building a life that would be true to who
I am and to the things in life that I value.
Part of that life included being the out lesbian
mother of a child in the D.C. public school sysby Eleanor Holmes Norton
tem. My daughter was fortunate to have attended
Brookland Middle School. The faculty and staff
am a proud native Washingtonian, who grew
there were nothing but loving and nurturing.
up to represent her city in the United States
Congress. As a child at Bruce-Monroe
I know that they knew I was a lesbian. I had been
Elementary School, near Howard University, I did
featured in a Channel 9 news series by Bruce
not dream of becoming a congresswoman.
Johnson about the city's Black lesbian and gay
Perhaps this was because Blacks had only token
community My daughter's high school experience
was not as positive, but the climate in the whole
representation in Congress. Perhaps it was
because Washington's schools and public places
country had begun to deteriorate by then.
were all segregated. It certainly mattered that the
I have been out as a lesbian for more than 20

Born in
Washington
And in America

I
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District of Columbia had never had representation in Congress and had no local self-government at the time.
Most visitors are astonished to learn that even
today our country, alone, denies the residents of
its capital their basic democratic rights. D.C. citizens are appealing to the U.S. Supreme Court,
but our appeal is also broader. Americans everywhere must play a role to assure freedom for their
fellow Americans who live in the nation's capital.
My grandfather, Richard Holmes, lived 96
years, long enough to see the end of racial segregation in the capital, but not to see the beginning
of democracy for the
District. In the Congress,
I proudly represent the city
where my family has lived
for four generations. Yet my
family has never had full
representation in the
Congress where I now
serve. This is not a contradiction in terms; it is a contradiction of the democratic
ideals and practices of our
country
America's capital city residents are still treated much as King George III
treated the American colonists, requiring taxation
without representation. D. C. residents are the
only Americans who pay full federal taxes, but are
denied full representation in Congress.
I vote in committee and have all the privileges
of other members of the U.S. House of
Representatives except the one that defines a
democratic nation, the vote on the House floor.
D. C. residents have no representation in the
Senate. Only since 1964 have we had the right to
vote for president, and not until 1974 was selfgovernment achieved. Local control in the
District is often nullified by Congress in ways that
would not be tolerated elsewhere in America.
I count myself fortunate to have been deeply
involved in the great human rights struggles of

our time- especially for civil rights , women's
rights, and the Free South Africa movement. All
have achieved the most important of reforms recognition of rights as a matter of law. Only in
the nation's capital, where I was born, does this
most basic of struggles remain unfinished.
We who are residents of Washington receive
people from across the country and around the
world who come seeking American government
support for the right to freedom and democracy
where they live. Ironically, they come to the seat
of democracy where there is less democracy
than anywhere else on American soil. America
must lead by example
beginning in the city she
makes her home.
This year, the city is
its 200th anniversary
However, D.C. residents
will do more than celebrate.
We will insist that democracy triumph here as it has
everywhere else in our
country No people can
achieve full democracy
alone in a democratic
nation. We will prevail
when our fellow Americans return home not only
with memories of our glorious capital, but with
determination to include all Americans in
America.

We will
insist that
democracy
triumph
here.

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) is serving
her fifth term in the U.S. House of Representatives.
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