
Malian crafts are a legacy from 
the past but also very much a part 

of the present-and the future. 
People generally think of crafts 

as the artistic expression of a 
civirization or culture, but they 
are much more. Crafts are an 
important economic resource 
for Malians, and in 1995 the 
government adopted a Craft Code 
to protect and develop craft 
activity, Which the cOde defined 
as afl bastcaUy manual extraction, 
transformation, or production of 
goods or services, in metatwotk 
(such as tool-making and 
appliance repair), woodwork (ftom 
carpentry to paper-making), 
textile and leather work {such as 


