Overview of Sino-Tibetan
Morpho-syntax

DUBE 2 ) VAN

Common morphology in Sino-Tibetan

DU R AR T8 5 LRSS




The Sino-Tibetan word
S B ) ]

* Monosyllabic B & 7
e What is a syllable & 2/t 4?
 What are common word shape in Sino-Tibetan U iE = B 2L [A] 4 1a] 245 T
e 9
o CVAHE+ILE
s CVCHIE+ILE+HE
« CCVCHli &+ E+uE+iie
* Words may include prefixes with very short vowels, these are called
sesquisyllables 5 £478] 1] Re AR AL F e & AL A AT SY, X LE8IE Y “HI &
REFT” B “— a7,




Sesquisyllables in Lamkang

Lamkang & B AT B E

5 25 4

Orthographic Gloss Prefixes |Verb | Resulting Syllable
representation Root | Structure
mtptxooi lam ‘They are obeying me." [ m.t. ptxooi | mvt.tap.ptxooi.lam
mtpk'on ‘S/he is causingme to [ m.t.p. k'ong | mvt.tap.kon

sit.’
mkpchor ra ‘S/he will soak me.' m.k pchor | mvk.kep.pchor.ra
mktpmen lamra | ‘They will trap me.’ m.k.t. pmen | mvk.tsp.pmen.lam.ra

Table 1: Verbs illustrating prefix sequence syllabification in Lamkang




Short versus long vowels
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Epenthetic vowels 184 JT
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Prefered Syllable Shape & Dl #4915 ¥4 il 2

Syllable shape Orthography IPA Gloss

CCVC klap [klap] 'de-clumping rice by
sifting motion’

CVC kap kap~] ‘hop’

CV pii pii] ‘give’

VC an [?on] ‘curry’

Table 2: Syllable shapes in Lamkang

Lamkang 1& ) & N 45 1)




Sino-Tibetan prefixes

DUBIE 5 B AT 2%




*s- prefix *s HJ 4%

Old Chinese 5 3X3E (OC) *njiet ‘extinguish, destroy, K" :
*smjiet (;t;;) ‘to cause to extinguish, destroy, i K f&";

OC &5X9E *rnak 'ink' 5=7K:
*smak ‘black’ : Written Tibetan (WT) srnag 'dark’; K

OC 1X3& *C-rjas ‘clerk’, ‘minor official”’ BRGx (FHk, “HE. /B, JEAEELF -2 2)
*srjaJ ‘to cause (someone to be an emissary)’, ‘to send’ R AZRKERG; (PO, XE YRA/NE, URIE’, &k
HEIREE ?)

WT
grib ‘shade’, ‘shadow’ 52 1. FHE: sgrib-pa ‘to shade, to darken’; ---fifi /255 , HTTHY

gril ‘aroll” — PRI sgril-ba “to roll together’, ‘to form into a roll ;4R 3k, HLTHE

mnan ‘smell (intr.) A7... 70K, &M 09K O K&WI01E) °: snam > smell something (trans.).” [B], P (M4508)



Voiced initials, aspirated initials = correlates to
voicing and aspiration 4 BEATE S = BE=57r
B R A 56

e 'put off, pull off, take off,' i+

present ‘bud-pa P
future dbud. JFK(

=

™

* Tibetan ‘gril-ba "to be twisted or wrapped round’ J1E: BlLZE L
‘khril-ba ‘wind or coil round, embrace. 758, il



Intransitive and nominalizing prefixes: *m-
AN RN E A AT . *m-

e Intransitive: N XY 514
\(E\éT mkho-ba ‘desirable [F]1£ /], 283G H)’ versus ‘kho-ba ‘to wish, want £
ﬁ"

« Nominalization Z %1t
* Meitei 2815 B chat ‘walk’ E&; mchat ‘manner of walking’” ‘ER&H 7T
* m- for nominalization m- %14k, and s- directed activity & /5 [a] ) Z1E

WT mnam-pa ‘smell, stink (v.i.) , .. T (ALK 7 vs. snam-pa ‘sniff,
take a smell of (v.t.) %, [H (f47))




Intransitive and transtive prefixes *b-; *g-; *d-
AN KRN K A2

* T'rung 7 15

Rwt ‘to tear down (a house), #% (5 1) ’: brw.t ‘to collapse (of a
house) (51 I

la ‘to throw (down) 5 ( ) ’:gla ‘to fall (down) 7% I, 5 [’

till ‘roll (vt) V&, (R3] LPahin) 7 > atilt ‘roll (vi) #&5)), FIE (A
KD

Rawang [ HE1E

zim-e ‘follow (intr.) ¥[8 , EEEE (A LK) 7 : san-oe “follow (trans.)
B, 1B (&)



No wahzmg preﬂx a- (usually schwa)
%‘@UQ AT 2% a-(— M A2 dE E 132 )

* Meitei

na—sick 4=

naba — being sick Ji &

anaba mi ‘sick man’ £ HI A

-ba/-pa for ‘the one’ is seen all through STB,
a4 -ba/-pa ‘. TEFENT H UL TR Z AN 1E




Transitive suffix —t

s1A] N 5 2% -t

fibye-ba ‘open, ‘separate’ (vi) fT -, &, o A LYzEhED
() 75, 7H (Ksh

fibyed-pa ‘open, ‘separate’ (vt), ] T,
1)

Doesn’t always correlate: AN— % —— X} 3.
WT
bka ‘word 15, ‘speech Vi1, skad ‘speech Vi1’



-n nominalizing suffix
XG4 -n

WT
rku 'steal’ffir: rkun-po 'thief'; /)Mr
nye 'near, 1T nyen 'relative,' 3§




*-j suffix for small things or movement away
1258 J ey {1 99 > “ ~ 99

Ja 8 *-jZkaN /N B RS

The purpose is to effect a change of direction or attention

H 2 A 7 R B CE T

PST *ja
Meitei cha ‘small, /}N; mcha ‘smallish/M]; acaba ‘small one, child/)»

=’



Summary & 45

» Useful to make lists of pairs of words
o IR BT Y A]
* Differentiate sound which may be giving a meaning difference

« P RE AR 1] B ) 5 5 R




Clauses and shared morphology
MATHE A 7 B R Ot ig B Z RS inid, A2 EYREE? ]



Asking questions —add —la to the clause
e 10 B B TR R -laZk 7 g n

Meitei

cak ca-ba-ra
‘have you eaten’/RFz | 15?2

yu thak-pa-ra
‘have you drunk wine? {/RFEE | 1 2



Negation with clause final *ta/*da |
D ERHE T AR *ta/*daR s 15 &

Meitei

(!}

ca-re thak-ke

‘I have eaten’FHz | ‘I have drunk’ B |
ca-de thak-de

‘I have not eaten’ ‘I have not drunk;

HxAT e AT My



Existential verbs 17-£E 5J] 1]

| am happy (a temporary state) F 5% . (FEEHEFPIRE)
| am a doctor (an identity) I & MEAE. (EaREHhH)
o CGHEANFEAIRED

| am becoming sick (an attained state) 3R |

| exist in a state of happiness (poetic) (Fi& 1

FSEAE H

L) (FEf)



Up to seven different verbs with distinctions in
one language— & & 2= A1 TR A [RIE BRI 17
e

animate &4 o B

i?\glrw r?\aete / J—‘:Qfﬁ%%

abstract I

HARH
concrete == e B o e
location within a container a2 5L B

* location on a plane “F-1f_EH) 3N B




Existential verbs in Hani

5 e B AFAE D)) )

Hani has a general existential dza™,

i JEVE fe ) ILIAFAE ) 1A] 72 dza

existential for people and animals dzo™

SR NI LR dao™ _
an existential bo’” for people and their organs, miseseis A ffifim s e 1728 131 2 bo®

131 « ot 3. 7.31 .
Ed’ ,,f(,’r l'qulds’:fig ‘f.oy g.eneral. amfna.te%._ do? SR IIN T, dePh—Hf A fr i



Activity 1E MV

* Write down some sentences which expressing being with all these
different types of being. Are the expressions different or the same for
the verb?

» G RRRAFTT R AEAE” AT, AEVRIIEEE e 5 AN A
ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁ?‘mﬂﬁ EAES] A A LR AN R DT U A7
E

* How many existential verbs do you have in your language?

ORIV REE B 2 AR S)A] 7

S




Benefactive and Causative

2 i AT EUE 2

Causative 2{# 7 make some do something &5 A\ 3=
Meitei:

piba ‘to give’ 23

iy

pihanba ‘to cause to give’ #1525

picaba ‘let me serve’ i3 %5

pibicaja ‘let me serve you for your sake’ N | IRk, 1 REE BhIR



Activity 1)

* Benefactive and Causative in your language.

* IREf Bﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁM”ﬁﬁ@iXMHﬂ<% % AU
X%ﬁﬁ)

* Write down one sentence for each type of expression.

s 0B MRIE TS A A)




Reduplication E

* Review from yesterday

o« HJHERIINAY



